SUNDAY WORSHIP
February 22, 2026
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT, YEAR A
Ringing of Outdoor Bell @ 10:00 AM Liturgist: Susan Johnson
Rev: Jaime Torres Reader: Marcia Heerema
Bell Choir Marcia Heerema Director

Gathering Hymns “I Believe in Jesus” “ For Your Name is Holy”

Call to Worship

L: Today, we follow Jesus into a wilderness full of isolation, fatigue, hunger, thirst, and temptation.
We follow, trusting in God’s mercy.

P: We witness Jesus resist the siren calls of sensationalism, notoriety, and misuse of power for
selfish gain. We recognize God’s mercy at work in the face of temptation.

L: We notice the angels who tend Jesus, messengers of care in a harsh and lonely place. We pay
attention to God’s merciful presence that did not abandon Jesus and does not abandon us now.

P: We come to the wilderness together, clinging to the truth that we are not alone God is with
us. We gather to worship God, whose unfailing mercy journeys with us into the wildernesses of
our lives. Thanks be to God! Amen.

All: Prayer of Confession

Gracious and merciful God, we confess to you our reluctance to enter the wilderness places where we
are confronted with our true selves. The places where we are tempted to put worldly values before our
desire for you, and when our hunger for power and wealth is greater than our hunger for seeking and
doing your will: Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you. When we are tempted to use the
gifts, you give us to benefit ourselves at the expense of serving others: Forgive us, O God, and
increase our trust in you. When we are tempted to use sensational means to increase people’s faith,
rather than being guided by the humility of Christ: Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.
When we are tempted to use bribery to influence and control people: Forgive us, O God, and increase
our trust in you. When we are tempted to manipulate you, O God, to satisfy our own needs: Forgive
us, O God, and increase our trust in you. 4 time of silence for personal confession Merciful God,
save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. Forgive us our sins and fill us with the joy and
peace of your salvation. So, strengthen us with your Spirit during this Lenten season that we put our
whole trust in you as confidently as Jesus did. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen

Liturgist: Passing the Peace: May the peace of Christ be with you
People: And, with you! (Please be brief as you pass the peace of Christ and greet one another.)
Children's Message Marcia Heerema

Liturgist: Prayer before the Offering
Surprising God of Mercy, you meet us in wilderness places and walk beside us through trial and
temptation. Even when we feel alone, your grace is never far, your presence never absent. In this

moment of giving, we offer not just our resources, but our trust that you are already at work, shaping
us through challenge, strengthening us through sacrifice, and surrounding us with unseen angels. Use
these gifts to bring hope where there is hunger, healing where there is pain, and light where there is
despair. May what we give reflect our desire to walk more closely with you, even in the hard places.
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. (Psalm 32, Matthew 4:1-11)

Offertory Song / Music Joy Asenas
Doxology: UMH # 94

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit,
Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayers, Concerns and Celebrations of the week ..........

Pastor: The Lord’s Prayer UMH # 895

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the Glory forever. Amen.

Preparation Hymn “Grace Greater than Our Sin” UMH # 365

Old Testament Psalm 32
New Testament Matthew 4: 1-11
Message “Mercy on the Wilderness Road”

Scripture Readings

Rev. Jaime Torres

Hymn of Commitment “My Hope Is Built” UMH # 368

Prayer for Going Forth Liturgist and People: Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me have all
things, let me have nothing. I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. In
Jesus' name. Amen. (J. Wesley, England, 18" Century).

Announcements: Senior Center Wednesday 11:00 a.m.; Coffee house Fridays 11:30 a.m.; Pastoral
Evangelism Thursday’s & visitation as needed; GriefShare Today 1:00 p.m.; Foodshare Feb 2157,
Seder Dinner Thursday April 2" 7:00 p.m.; Enchilada Dinner February 28" 4-5:30 p.m. reminder
bring flowers for Easter Cross; Bell choir practice Wednesday’s 3:00 p.m.

Blessings for the people (Pastor)

Go, now, in the comfort and blessing of God’s mercy, trusting that wherever you go, God’s steadfast
love surrounds you, sustains you, and supports you for the journey ahead. Amen.

Closing song May the God of Peace be with you, holding you in strong fingered hands, and may you
be an instrument of God's peace, to those whose hands you hold, and may the blessings of peace, be
with you, be with you, be with you. *Please stand as you are able in body or spirit


https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=l&d=25&y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=l&d=25&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading
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Upcoming Events

Bible and Book Studies

“Disciple 2”
Monday January 12
Monday’s 10:00 — 12:00 Noon
Laura Shaw facilitating on ZOOM

“He Chose the Nails by Max Lucado”
Beginning February 17th
Tuesday’s 1:00 — 3:00pm

Laura Shaw facilitating on ZOOM

Our Mission
Bardsdale United Methodist Church is a loving, caring,
Christ centered church,

growing in relationship with God, ourselves, and all others.

QOur Vision
With God’s help we will
Foster personal growth,
Promote participation by all ages,
Embrace new ideas, and
Be more visible and engaged in our community.
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BARDSDALE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT, YEAR A

FEBRUARY 22, 2026
Rev. Jaime Torres M. Div.~ phone: (562) 445-5659

OPEN HEARTS * OPEN MINDS * OPEN DOORS

Church office Hours
M-F 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
1498 Bardsdale Ave., Fillmore, CA 93015
Office Phone (805) 524-2070
Website: bardsdaleumc.org
Email: office@bardsdaleumc.org

The First Sunday in Lent invites us to consider how to set the space for the journey ahead.

Bishop — Rev. Dr. Dottie Escobedo-Frank North District DS — Rev. Garth Gilliam
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